THE PRINTED BOOKS
Earl of Ashburnham, and the Grenville books would certainly have
been sold also. Some MSS. he did leave to the Duke; but by a codicil
he revoked the bequest of his library as a whole and left it to the
Museum. There is no doubt that this was largely due to Grenville's
love and admiration (sincerely returned) for Panizzi. But they were
also due to twinges of conscience characteristic of the new age, which
would never have occurred to an eighteenth-century collector. As
far back as 1800 he had been appointed to a sinecure office, that of
Chief Justice in Eyre South of Trent. Without the salary from this,
he told Panizzi, he could not have formed such a library (though it
afterwards appeared that he had been characteristically lavish through-
out life in charities and generosities of all kinds). "I have therefore,"
he said, "determined to bleach my conscience, and to return to the
Nation what I got from it, when I could have done without." His
generosity in lending rare volumes to students was, it seems, con-
stant; Panizzi was merely one instance.
The books fill the walls of the room named after Grenville, a
result not achieved till they had been lying in piles on the floor for
over two years, owing to the claim of the Department of Manuscripts
for the room, which had been originally designed as part of it. They
were arranged in 1849-50 by Rye. The Grenville Room contains
a poor bust of the collector by his friend and fellow-Trustee, Sir
David Dundas.
Grenville copies are distinguished by the press-mark G; they are
not issued to readers without special application unless they are the
Museum's only copies.
In Grenville's lifetime a selective catalogue was commenced by
the booksellers Payne and Foss, one part in two volumes appearing
in 1842. After his death the Trustees took over responsibility for
the second part, which the same compilers had begun in 1843 but
had discontinued. This they completed in a third volume. Part the
third, compiled by Rye and published officially twenty-four years
later, described the books discovered after arrival at the Museum not
to have been described by Payne and Foss. A general index also
picked up inadequacies observed in their work, such as the five
hundred Civil War tracts which they had catalogued in a single entry.
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